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hence the opportunity for wider plans: with the Rev. CL H.
Spurgeon's support, the meeting was convoked in the
Metropolitan Tabernacle, into which crowded five thousand
people anxious to manifest interest in the Mission. Again, by
1875, he felt that if continually he was tied to the environment
of his own work, it was liable to become stereotyped; con-
sequently this danger in turn he transmuted into oppor-
tunity by a visit to Scotland and Ireland, where he studied
every effort being put forth in those lands for the nurture
of orphan and homeless children. And no point of interest
escaped his quick, critical eye.
The vicissitudes of those early years, however, form a
story much too long to be recorded here. In March, 1876,
Barnardo, despite a hundred pressing duties, faced his final
medical exams, and, passing creditably, was made a
Licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh.
Consequently he registered as a London practitioner, and
according to medical etiquette was correctly styled "Doctor"
Barnardo; though it should be remembered that probably
not one medical man in ten has the legal right to call him-
self "Doctor", for but a small percentage ever take the
M.D. Degree.1
Again, in 1876, Barnardo's work being now recognized
by experts, he was invited by the Social Science Congress,
assembling in Liverpool, to read a paper on Preventive
Homes before that august assembly. The same year, "to free
cabmen from the temptations of public-houses"5 he inau-
gurated the country's first Cabmen's Shelter with cheap
meals, free reading material, etc., and it was constructed
on the same model as the shelters seen all over London
to-day. That year, too, at 19, Stepney Causeway, he
opened an Infirmary for Sick Children, which gave
birth to several Barnardo Hospitals; while during the
1 Barnardo, like most medical students, was styled "Doctor" long before fee
received his medical diploma. Some time, however, before receiving his
British qualification, he won a German degree; in. 1879 be was elected a
fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh,